ADOPTED – JULY 28, 2026

AGENDA ITEM NO. 8

Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE PERMANENT MAIL BALLOT LIST MAILER FOR 2026
RESOLUTION #26 – 340

WHEREAS, voters in Michigan passed Proposal 2022-02, allowing for the creation of a Permanent Mail Ballot List, provided for at least 9 days of early voting, and other major changes to Michigan Election law; and

WHEREAS, one of the roles of the County Clerk, as the Chief Election Officer of Ingham County is to provide voter education; and

WHEREAS, many voters may not be aware of their ability to join their local clerk’s Permanent Mail Ballot List; and

WHEREAS, voters previously signed up for the Permanent Absent Voter Ballot Application List, which required local clerks to mail ballot applications before every election; and

WHEREAS, joining the Permanent Mail Ballot List will reduce the number of steps that voters need to take, specifically mailing absent voter ballot applications back to local clerks; and

WHEREAS, some jurisdictions are eliminating the Permanent Absent Voter Ballot Application List in accordance with changes in statute and therefore the Permanent Mail Ballot List is the only option to automatically receive their ballot before the election; and 
WHEREAS, by receiving a ballot, voters will be reminded of the upcoming election and this will increase voter participation; and 

WHEREAS, Clerk Byrum solicited bids to print and mail an educational mailing to all qualified, registered voters in Ingham County on the recent changes to election law through RFP #88-26; and

WHEREAS, several bids were received and considered to complete that work. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes Clerk Byrum to enter into a contract with Detroit Legal News Co., D/B/A: Inland Press in an amount not to exceed $55,000. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this agreement shall be funded by the Ingham County Clerk’s Elections supplies line item (101-262.000-726.010) and the Ingham County Clerk’s Election Postage line item (101-262.000-729.000). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary adjustments to the budget.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board Chairperson and County Clerk are hereby authorized to sign any necessary documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Pratt, Lawrence, Grebner, Sebolt, Peña, Johnson, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Ruest     Approved  07/21/26

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Pratt, Maiville

          Nays:  None    Absent:  None     Approved  07/22/26

